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Kami to Attend Central Asian Summit 


Khalcej Times 
IT WOULD be both 
curious and painful, dear 
readers, to look at 
Afghanistan, where the 
US started its anti-terror 
war more than two years 
ai*o. and where an 
elected government is 
supposed to be taking 
over later this year. 
Elections are slated to 
be held in September 
and voter registration 
works are ongoing 
under the supervision of 
UN officials. But. the 
news coming out of 
Afghanistan do not give 
am reassurance to those 
who look for better days 
there. Whether the 
election's could be held 
there is by itself a 
million dollar question. 

A year ago. Taleban 
remained almost 

'vanquished". and 

things seemed to be 
getting back to normal 
there The Karzai 
government, aided by 

the US-led military 
forces, appeared to be 
firmly in control of the 
situation. Mr. Karzai 
was making foreign 
\ isits and telling the 
world that it was smooth 
sailing there. But look at 
the state of affairs today . 
Some 700 people have 
been killed in fresh 
bouts of violence in the 
country in the last 10 
months. and the 
situation is turning from 
bad to worse there as 
days pass. 

There arc those who say 
that the US. that shifted 
its focus from 
Afghanistan to Iraq a 
vear ago. should 
shoulder the blame for 
the grim situation in the 
landlocked country. 
Perhaps they have a 
point. The result is that 
the US has to fight wars 
on two major fronts at 
the same time. Four US 
soldiers were killed in 
attacks by resistance 
forces in the southern 
sector on Sunday That 
raises the number of 
coalition soldiers and 
intelligence agents 

killed in Afghanistan in 
the last two years to 
127. Even international 
aid workers are coming 
under attack. Sunday 
was reported to be the 


and west. 

Alongside comes 

allegations from human 
rights organizations that 
cases of rights violations 
bv coalition soldiers 
were going unreported 
in Afghanistan, unlike in 
Iraq, where both the 
Arab and international 
media are alert and 
active. Poor, illiterate 
Afghanis often do not 
know what to do in the 
event of harassment, 
excesses or other rights 
abuses. On many 
occasions, they have no 
one to turn to The 
International Red C ross. 
for one, is functional, 
but their reach is 
limited. According to 
the Afghan human 
rights commission, a 
majority of the 

complaints against 

coalition soldiers were 
going unreported. This 
is a painful scenario 
The people of 

Afghanistan have had 

enough in the past, ever 
since the overthrow of 
the monarchy in 1973 
The creation of the pro- 
Marxist People s 

republic', followed by a 
coup and subsequent 
occupation of the land 
bv the Soviet Union, 

followed by the 

Mujahideen fighting, 
had all left their heavy 
tolls in terms of both 
human life and 

development there. 
Whoever thought the 
Hamid Karzai 

government would make 
a difference in the 
people's life there are a 
disappointed lot now 
Dear readers. I believe 
that if ending terrorism 
was a priority for the US 
government. President 
Bush should not have 
left the job unfinished 
there before he ventured 
into another major task 
— of ousting a dictator 
from power in Iraq This 
is bound to have its echo 
in the US presidential 
elections, and Bush wi 
have to do a lot of 
explaining as to how he 
handled the anti¬ 
terrorism operation so 
far. 

I have also come across 
reports in the Western 
media hinting that the 
US war in Iraq has 


KABUL (Reuters) - 
The deaths of an Afghan man 
and two of his children 
marked the first official 
fatalities trom the AIDS virus 
in deeply conservative 
Afghanistan, a health ministry 
official said on Tuesday 
A 45-year-old man along with 
his six-month-old son and 
two-year-old daughter died 
recently in a Kabul hospital 
where they were being treated 
lor AIDS, said Dr Naqibullah 
Salt, the head of the 
ministry’s HIV department. 
Safi did not identify the man. 
The wife of the victim was 
alive. he said. 

" The man had been suffering 
from AIDS for the past seven 
years or so." Salt told 
Reuters, adding that the 
deaths were the first official 
AIDS fatalities registered with 
the ministry', 

le said between 2(H) and 300 
men and women were 
registered as AIDS sulferers in 
\fghanistan 

But lie said the rail number of 
sullercrs would be tar higher, 
because many Afghans with 
IIV or AIDS would avoid 
talking about n publicly 


Sal! linked AIDS cases in 
Afghanistan to drug abuse as 
well as sex There was little 
awareness in the war-shattered 
country about the disease and 
how it spreads, he said. 
Most allected people appear to 
have contracted AIDS from 
Afghans who had lived 
abroad as refugees but who 
have returned home in their 
millions since late 2001 
The- risk of HIV/AIDS 
increased after the hard-line 
Islamic Taliban regime was 
toppled nearly three years 
ago, as drug abuse spreads in 
the world's largest source of 
heroin and new freedoms 
appear in cities, including 
prostitution 

The ousted Taliban would 
publicly lash or stone to death 
adulterers, including women, 
and the harsh interpretation of 
Islamic Sharia law appears to 
have curbed promiscuity and 
slowed the spread of sexually 
transmitted diseases 

President I himid Kar/ai's 
government has come under 
lire trom some Islamists lor 
failing to clamp down on 
brothels that have opened in 
the capital 


UN Warning on 

The head of the United 
Nations drugs control agency 
has told the BBC that efforts 
tackle Afghanistan's 
growing drugs trade are 
ailing 

Antonio Maria Costa said that 
the country would face a 
dangerous future if it was not 
brought under control 
According to Mr. Costa, up to 
90% of the opium from 
Afghanistan's poppy fields is 
turned into heroin inside the 
country's borders. 

Most of the heroin consumed 
in Britain originates from 
Afghanistan 

'.More serious pro blew' 

lie executive director of the 
IN Office on Drugs and 
Crime has warned about the 
threat from the Afghan drugs 
trade before 

But on Ins latest visit to the 
country Antonio Maria Costa 
said the problem was getting 
ever more serious, despite 
international efforts - led by 
Britain - to tackle it 
Some drug profits may he 
going to terrorists, and 
although it is officiullv 



deadliest attack since heightened the levels of 
round of terror threat to the US 


illegal, opium production is 
growing more widely than 
ever 

Poverty among fanners is 
often seen as one of the 
causes 

Mr Costa accepts it ptavs a 
role, but he says there arc 
more important factors 
"The problem is becoming 
ever more serious." he said 
"Cultivation is spreading and 
eradication measures 

undertaken by the 
government are not 
succeeding. 

"Corruption is widespread 
and it is a major lubricant foi 
trafficking and illegal 
activities such as monov- 
Inundering." 

But many of the police 
commanders Mr Costa met 
over the past few days said 
they did not have the 
resources or the manpower to 
light 'ho drugs traffickei 
That is why Mr Costa is 
calling for a reappraisal of the 
way the Afghan authorities 
and their international 
backers deal with the 
problem 


BEIJING (AFP)- 
President Hamid Karzai will 
attend a summit among China. 
Russia and four Central Asian 
states later this month, with the 
war on terror high on the agenda, 
a ranking Chinese official stud 
Tuesday 

Karzai will take pul m tlie fourth 
summit of live Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization 
(SCO), an anti-tenor and trade 
group, at the invitation Of host 
nation Uzbekistan, according to 
Assistant foreign Minister Li 
I iui. 

'Alglianistan is a very important 
country in Central and South 
Asia.' iie said 'liven member of 
the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization is paying a lot of 
attention to the situation in 
Afghanistan' 

I he summit, on June 16 and 17. 
will also mark the forma) 
establishment of an SCO coimtei- 
terronsm center in the Uzbek 
capital ofTashkent, he said While 
Karzai will ho present at the 


Tashkent talks, it is not yet on the 
organization’s agenda to consider 
Afghanistan, a key focus of anti- 
terrorist elforts, as a regular 
member, Li said. 

The issue of Afghan 
membership has not been 
discussed yet. and Alglianistan 
has not vet proposed it,' said Li 
Karzai will participate as a guest, 
not an observer, but formal rules 
for giving countries observer 
status are expected to be passed 
at the meeting, he said. 
The SCO had extended an 
invitation to both Kama and 
Mongolian President Natsagiin 
I iagubandi to attend the Tashkent 
summit, but Mongolia had not 
shown any interest as of 
Tuesday, according to Li 
'An invitation was extended to 
Mongolia,'he said. 'But as far as I 
know. Mongolia hasn't answered 
vet.' SCO. which includes China 
and Russia and tire former Soviet 
republics of Kazakhstan, 
Uzbekistan. tajikistan and 
Kvrcvzstan. was fomiallv 


established in 2001 

It grew out of efforts in the 1990s to 
strengthen confidence-building 
measures in the border regions and 
tight regional terrorism, religious 
extremism and separatism 
China, which shares 7,000 
kilometers (4.400 miles) of border 
with other SC() member states, sees 
the organization as vital in its efforts 
to combat separatism, especially in 
its northwestern, mostly Muslim 
region of Xinjiang. 
Ihe first years of the SCO as a 
formal organization have coincided 
with growing American presence in 
Central Asia in the wake of the 
September 11 attacks and the war in 
Afghanistan 
But Li said he did not see the 
organization as a counterweight to 
the United States in a region that has 
been of vital strategic interest for 
centuries 

There is no such tiling as counter¬ 
balancing US influence,' said Vice 
foreign Minister Li There's no 
need for it. and it wouldn't conform 
to the principles of the organization ' 


Blast Kills Top Police Official 


JALALABAD (Reuters) - 
A senior police official has 
been killed in the eastern 
city of Jalalabad when a 
bomb attached to his office 
chair exploded, doctors say. 
Hap Ajab Shah was killed at 
the police headquarters of 
the city, the capital of 
Nangarhar prov ince, as the 
workday began. 

"His body is in the morgue." 
said a doctor at the hospital 
to which Shah was taken. 
The attack on Tuesday was 
the latest incident in a wave 
of violence in the run-up to 
landmark elections in 
September, most of which 
has been blamed on 
remnants of the ousted 
Taliban regime and their 
Islamic militant allies 
including al Qaeda. 
The explosive device was 
triggered minutes after Shah 
sat down, a security official 
said, adding that the blast 
blew holes in his head and 
one shoulder An aide to 
Shah was also wounded 
Speaking on condition of 
anonymity, the security 
official said lie could not 
rule out the involvement of 
police in the incident. 
though it was too early to 


say who was behind the 
attack. 

"We arc trying to find out 
how this happened, who 
did it and why." lie lolcl 
Reuters. 

Jalalabad, which is 1.30 km 
(SI miles) cast of Kabul, 
has been hit by a series of 
blasts targeting government 
offices and Western aid 
agencies, but few have 
caused in serious casualties. 
CONCERNS AHEAD OF 
VOTE 

Most of the violence in 
Afghanistan, which has 
claimed more than 700 liv es 
since August, has been 
concentrated in the south 
and east of the country, 
traditional strongholds of 
the Taliban movement 
before its ouster by U.S.-led 
forces late in 2001 . 
Four U.S. soldiers from a 
special forces unit were 
killed when their vehicle 
hit a landmine in the 
southern prov ince of Zabul 
on Saturday, one of the 
worst single losses to 
American troops in 
Afghanistan m the last iwo 
years. 

There are 20.000 soldiers in 
Ihe U.S.-led force hunting 


Taliban and al Qaeda 
guerrillas and a further 6.500 
international peacekeepers 
patrolling Kabul. 

Taliban fighters have called a 
"jihad", or holy war. on 
foreign and Afghan soldiers 
and aid organizations, and 
have vowed to disrupt 
elections that they dismiss as a 
"drama" staged by the 
Americans to legitimize the 
regime they support 
Claiming to speak for the 
Taliban. Abdul Latif Hakimi 
said on Monday presidential 
candidates would be prime 
targets of attacks in coming 
months. 

"The Taliban have carried out 
extensive planning to destroy 
this election drama." he said, 
by satellite telephone 
"Our prime targets will be 
candidates participating in the 
next presidential elections, and 
(President) Hamid Karzai will 
be the first target." 
No . other Taliban 
representatives could be 
immediately contacted to 
corroborate his claim. 
Violence has also been linked 
to tribal riv alries and the illicit 
drug trade rampant in parts of 
the south and cast close to the 
border with Pakistan 


Uecomm Systems Awarded Contract from the Ministry of Communication 


the latest 
operations against 

militants was launched 
there two months ago. 
In fact, violence erupted 
in three districts in the 
southern region, where 
American planes 

bombed two places, 
following attacks on 
soldiers. 

The fact of the matter 
today is that the entire 
country is in turmoil. 
Insurgents are fighting 
their battles in the south 
and cast of Afghanistan 
and factional fights arc 
going on in the north 


That will not be what the 
American public would 
want to hear. It 
reinforces the view that 
the president should 
have stayed the course in 
Afghanistan. and 

facilitated the restoration 
of normalcy there, to the 
mutual advantage of 
both the US and 
Afghanistan. 1 am sure 
history would have given 
better credit to the US 
president if there was to 
be a positive ■ turn of 
events in this under¬ 
developed country. 


HAUPPAUGE. N.Y.— 

Globccomm Systems Inc. 

(NASDAQGCOM). a giobal prov ider of end- 
toend satellite-based communications 
solutions, today announced that the Company 
has been awarded a contract valued at $14.7 
million from the Ministry or Communication. 
Islamic Transitional State of Afghanistan to 
design, deliver, install and maintain a modern 
hybrid broadband communications network. 
The contract is scheduled to begin 
immediately, and will be implemented and 
significantly completed within the Company's 
fiscal year ending June 30. 2003. The contract 
is fully funded through the World Bank. 
The network will provide voice, data. Internet 
and video conferencing services to 38 
ministries within the capital of Kabul and 31 
provincial capitals throughout Afghanistan 
and provide an international gateway to the 
global Internet and Public Switch Telephone 
Network utilizing a combination of satellite 
communication links, microwave, wireless 
links and fiber connections. The contract also 
includes continuing maintenance and 
operations services, as well as supplying the 
related satellite capacity. Upon completion, 
the ministries and capitals throughout the 
country will be fully interconnected with a 
robust 21st century telecommunications 
solution bringing together the most modern 
technologies available in the marketplace. 
David Hcrshbcrg. Chief Executive Officer and 
Chairman of Globccomm Systems Inc., said. 
"This is the very first nationwide 


communications project in Afghanistan, which 
Globccomm has been awarded in a very 
competitive tender. As a Company, we arc 
proud to have been selected to work on this 
critical project, allowing the Company to 
demonstrate Globcconun's full suite of 
capabilities. The Internet has had an 
unparalleled impact on society, and this is 
most amplified by bringing under-served 
nations into the modern era by allowing full 
access to the world Interconnecting the 
ministries and capitals of Afghanistan with a 
modern 21 si century telecommunications 
network will enable the government to 
communicate more effectively internally 
throughout.the country , as well as w ith Ihe rest 
of the world. During the economic downturn. 
Globccomm spent significant lime and 
resources developing all the necessary 
capabilities required to design, build, 
implement. and maintain hybrid 
telecommunications solutions on a 24 by 7 
basis, making the Company uniquely qualified 
for such a complex project." Mr Hcrshbcrg 
continued. "As a result of the magnitude and 
nature or this contract award, coupled with the 
further potential in the region. Globccomm 
will be establishing a representative office in 
Kabul to maintain our presence in this very 
important region." 

About Globecomm Systems 

Globccomm Systems Inc. is an end-to-end 
satellite-based communications solutions 
provider. The Company’s core business 
provides cnd-lo-cnd value-added satcllile- 


based communications solutions. This 
business supplies ground segment systems and 
networks for satellite-based communications, 
including hardware and software to support a 
wide range of satellite systems. Its wholly- 
owned subsidiary. NetSat Express. Inc., 
provides ertd-to-end satellite-based Internet 
solutions, including network connectivity, 
broadband connectivity to end users. Internet 
connectivity. intranet extension, media 
distribution and other network services on a 
global basis. Both Globccomm Systems' and 
NetSat Express' customers include 
communication service providers, 
multinational corporations. Internet Service 
Providers, content providers and government 
entities. 

Based in Hauppauge. New York. Globccomm 
Systems also maintains offices in Hong Kong, 
the United Kingdom and the United Arab 
Emirates. 

Certain of the statements contained in this 
press release may be deemed forward-looking 
statements. Such statements, and other matters 
addressed in this press release, involve a 
number of risks and uncertainties. Among the 
factors that could cause actual results to dilTcr 
materially from these statements and matters 
include risks and other factors detailed, from 
time to time, in the Company's reports filed 
with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission, including, but not limited to. the 
Company's Annual Reports on Form 10-K and 
its Quarterly Reports on Form 10-Q. which the 
Company urges inv estors to consider. 
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Kandahar military 
spokesman Gen Abdul 
Wasay said, US air 
support came in when 
Taliban fighters 

attacked the district. 
"The Taliban attacked 
the district," he said. 
"But government 
troops in the district, 
numbering 60 to 100 
people, resisted and 
defeated their 

attackers." Gen Wasay 
said more than 20 
we Taliban were killed 
either by the 
bombardment or 
forces. 

"They (the Taliban) 
were armed with RPGs, 
AK-47s and other new, 
modern weapons," he 
said. Gen Wasay said 
the estimated 200 
militants had crossed 
into Afghanistan from 
Pakistan. 

senior Afghan 
security official said on 
Tuesday the number of 
insurgents entering 
Afghanistan from 
Pakistan had 

increased, possibly 
because of an 


U.S.-backed 


Karzai's 


lcla Constable the 1980s and were later trouble for his candidacy 

in Post Foreign allied with U.S. forces or the elections, government, 

inday. May 30. against the Taliban, which One such initiative. "The president has no 

Page A24 was toppled in late 2001 strongly backed by tine obstacle to engaging with 
talks between Many Afghans are wary U.S. Embassy. has them because his 
Hamid Karzai of these groups because involved efforts to definition has always been 
Islamic militia they held power during a persuade more than 80 inclusive." Javvad Luddin. 
ive raised fears chaotic and destructive militia commanders Karzai's chief spokesman, 

ver-sharing deal period of civil conflict in nationwide to surrender said. "He has no ethnic or 
ild undermine the early 1990s. their weapons and regional or personal! 

ally backed Nevertheless, the United demobilize about 40.000 agenda. His agenda is for 
scheduled for Nations gave several fighters before the Afghanistan, and vvhocv er 
Northern Alliance leaders elections. In return, they thinks they can play a role 
;otiations with a prominent role in the are being offered job in a constructive manner 
of the Northern temporary post-Taliban training, economic aid. can be a partner " 
coalition have government, which they slots in a possible new Some Pashtun leaders. 

leaders of arc determined not to lose regional security force and however, are said to 
Pashtun ethnic through elections, pledges of an honorable regard Karzai's outreach to 

alarmed foreign In the past week, concern status in the country's ethnic rivals as a further 
and election and speculation about a future. betrayal of their interests 

who said a deal possible deal between But the political talks after more than two years 
,ious strongmen Karzai and the alliance taking place in the capital in which Northern 
:hc wrong signal have overshadowed news arc a broader effort that Alliance figures have held 

>n preparing to of progress toward includes former political many key posts in the 

on its first holding elections for and military officials from transitional government 

vote, president and the lower the Northern Alliance. Sources said two senior 


mm m mb rv \ m ; % i 

AFP, KABUL- Laghmanai said. 

US warplanes and "According to our 
government forces intelligence 
have killed some 20 estimated that 200 
suspected Taliban Taliban were in the 
fighters in raids on area and now they ground 
mountain hideouts have scattered." 
near the Pakistani It was the largest 
border, scattering number of Taliban 
some 200 insurgents, killed in a clash so far 
local officials said on this year. Last 
Wednesday. September more than 

The planes bombed 100 suspected 

Afghanistan, near militants were killed 
Spin Boldak about during a massive US- 
100 kilometres Afghan operation in a 

southeast of Kandahar neighboring Zabul 
on Tuesday, where province, 
around 200 Taliban Mr Laghmanai said 
suspects armed with the US-led coalition 
rocket-propelled provided air support, 

grenades (RPGs) and but none of their 
AK-47 rifles were troops was on the 

hiding, Kandahar ground. The US intensified campaign 
intelligence chief military were not by Pakistani forces to 
Abdullah Laghmanai immediately available destroy their 

said. for comment, sanctuaries. 

"During the operation 
20 Taliban were killed, 
them were 


appointed parliament, registered rose to more Alliance leaders nave been unwilling to stand up 
Some sources said a partial than a dozen, although demanded key posts in a to regional bosses despite 
deal had been struck in a party leaders complained future Karzai government enjoying strong 

meeting Tuesday, of bureaucratic delays, or leadership roles in international support - 

"This is like saving that the cumbersome requirements parliament in exchange for and is now snubbing Ins 
only ticket to the palace is and political bias against endorsing Karzai’s tribal constituents while 

having weapons behind some groups, candidacy. The participants courting perennial 

you." said one European Meanwhile, several public said Fahim and Sayyaf adversaries. 

ions debates have been held have been acting as "People were lukewarm 
ion. among political leaders and Karzai's representatives before, but now that has 
x a likely candidates. At one and will be given senior turned to bitterness." said 
late government-sponsored posts if he is elected a Pashtun tribal leader 
,nc\ forum, impassioned, testy "Fahim and Sayyaf are "Without the Pashtun 
i a exchanges illustrated the trying to persuade the vote. Karzai is nothing. 
Iv a fragility of Afghanistan's commanders to nominate We are his natural allies 
a political fabric, the tension Karzai. and some of their and supporters, but he is 
ist." between ethnic groups and demands have already ignoring us. It is a huge 
his the tendency to assign been agreed to." said a mistake for him to make 
(sis blame for Afghanistan's participant from a major deals with people like 
free quarter-century of conflict. Northern Alliance group. Rabbani unless he has 
c it. "There were a lot of "It’s fine to have talks and fortified himself and made 
it he philosophical speeches, but to get support from well- sure we are there, guarding 
icm some people didn't want to known figures, but any his back" 

and they prior deals cannot be good Some international 

a for democracy and will observers expressed 

surely create an outcry broader worries, saying die 
a among the people." president's _ deal-making 
army One source said that at a suggests that despite Ins 
ads the pivotal meeting Tuesday, worldly demeanor and 

National the militia leaders constant invocation of 
• country demanded that Kafzai get democratic ideals. Ik- is 
by a rid of a half-dozen more comfortable with 

vcr. We technocratic ministers, backroom power-brokering 

ehind us, mostly Pashtuns who and more concerned about 

I a stop calling each other returned from the West to winning die election than 
'The names and work for unity." help his government. The about bolstering the 

that Karzai, who was chosen source said Karzai was democratic process, 

a interim president bv highly unlikely to agree to "Arc we here to get one 
) a national this demand man elected or to help 

of council in 2002. declared Aides to Karzai described establish a democratic 

hen his intention to run for the meetings differently. process'.'" asked a Western 

he election several months saying the Northern election consultant. "Why 

But he has made few Alliance leaders had is Karzai making deals 
appearances, sought out the president with extremists instead of 
political party after being unable to agree moderates? His world has 
largelv on an alternative candidate, always been about making 

leaders deals among tribes and 
seemed eager to become militias. This election is a 
political new process for 


Daily Tunes and there was no question 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan of a compromise 
on Monday dismissed as "If the objectives arc not 
"entirely inaccurate a achieved through political 
news report suggesting strategy, force will be 
fresh demarcation of the used to clear the tribal 
Pakistani-Afghan border, areas from the scourge of 
Asked to comment on a terrorism. The 

news report suggesting government is following 
that Pakistan and many options and the 
Afghanistan had recently military option remains 
agreed to draw a open." he said, 
demarcation line in the The spokesman said the 
LavvaVa Mandi area, new resolution on Iraq 
Foreign OlTicc spokesman was being debated among 
told reporters. “This the Security Council 
report was entirely members. Pakistan 

inaccurate as no frc^li specifically raised the 
demarcation of the border issues of restoration of 
had taken place in that sovereignty. recognition 
area as suggested in the of the Iraqi peoples’rights 
news item," APP and decision-making for 
reported. themselves, the UN’s role 

Staff report adds: The m Iraq and humanitarian 
spokesman welcomed the issues. He said the main 
statement of US Secretary objectives should be 
of State Colin Powell peace and stability in the 
about not supporting an area, 
extra-constitutional step In his opening statement, 
to dislodge the present the spokesman said a two- 
govcrnmcnl and said the day international seminar 
statement was a clear called "OfC — Challenge 
signal that democracy had and Response 

been established in Enlightened Moderation" 
Pakistan. About the Wana begins in Islamabad 
situation, the spokesman Tuesday, 
said the ' government's President General Pervcz 
strategy was very clear: to Musharraf will inaugurate 
eliminate terrorists from the seminar and Senator 
that area. Mushahid Hussain Sved, 

He said many tracks were Pakistan's nominee for the 
being used to achieve the OIC Commission of 
objective and economic Eminent Persons on 
sanctions had been Enlightened Moderation, 
imposed against those will chair the seminar. The 
tribes who had v iolated the seminar is being organized 
agreement reached by the Ministry of Foreign 

between the Jirga and the Affairs where 50 scholars, 
government. He said the researchers and academics 
foreigners living in that from 40 OIC member 
area would have to register states with proven 
with government expertise on Islamic issues 

parallels elsewhere in authorities and terrorists will participate in the 


23,000 
Mothers Die 
in Childbirth 
Each Year 

Medical News — 

The pregnant woman 
.died surrounded by 
snow-swept mountain 
peaks, yet in a terrible 
sense she was far from 
alone: 23,000 Afghan 
mothers die in 
childbirth each year, 
making it the nation's 
leading cause of death 
for women 

"It's not a clean death, a 
clinical death," said Dr 
Jeffrey M Smith of 
Johns Hopkins' Bay 
view Medical Center, an 
adviser on maternal 


Alliance leaders important hear critic 
government roles but said seemed afr 
he was seeking to bnng democratic 
them into the fold so they said Noor ul-Haq Ulenii 
would not be tempted to former A 
thwart the country's general wl 
progress to democracy , newly fon 
"These arc not Unity Party 
negotiations. They arc talks was dcstr 
about building an struggle fo 
understanding based on need to put 
certain principles.” said 
presidential aide, 
president believes 
although elections are 
step forward, they will not delegates to 
remedy all the ills 
Afghanistan. To strcngtl 
the peace process, 
believes, it is important to ago. 
move cautiously and public 
neutralize forces that might formed no 
want to destabilize it. and and remains 

they can. especially if they confined to his palace They said the 
think they are going to under heavy security 
l ose " Instead of seeking support part of the 

The Northern Alliance is a from voters, he has spent process and were willing Afghanistan. The people malnutrition and war. It 

coalition of Islamic time forging alliances and to endorse the economic seem enthusiastic, but 1S a public health 

militias that fought seeking agreements with and security reforms that niaybc the president isn't catastrophe^ with few 

occupying Soviet troops in groups likely to cause are the top priority of ready for it. 


the world. 


would have to surrender seminar 
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MERCY CORPS AFGHANISTAN 


House 27 & 28 

Bagh-e-Bala Main Street § 
District 4 

Kabul City, Afghanistan •: 


»*»■ . 


ji.* >fA T 


«b-l 




Vacancy Announcement 

For Ariana Financial Services Group/ Mercy Corps 

Ariana Financial Servicing Group, a Microfinance Institution Located in 
<abul is recruiting for the following position: 

Accountant 

- Require knowledge and experience in international accounting 
standards (GAAP), financial reporting, lending systems and asset 
management 

- Manages financial data processing, reporting activities and control 
functions of loan programs. 

- Prepares budgets and all financial planning activities, including 
forecasts and reports for proposed and implemented grants and 

i program income. 

Skills required: 

I - Minimum two years experience as Accountant 

- Detailed knowledge of international accounting standards 

- University degree in finance / accounting 

- Familiarity with QuickBooks Pro Accounting Software 

- Good presentation and communication skills are of paramount 

| importance 

- Competency in spoken and written English required 

- Excellent written Dari, including grammar, required. 

' To Apply: Complete, in English, a Position Description and Employment 
Application, which can be collected from the AFSG office at Houses 27 
28 Bagh-e-Bala Main Street, district 4, Kabul Application forms are 
j available until Sunday 13 June 2004. 

All applications must include a CV, salary requirements, three professional 
eferences, with telephone number, and copies of all relevant official 
documents. No dossiers or document will be returned to applicants 
DEADLINE for ALL APPLICATIONS 14 June 2004 at I 7.00-I 
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